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Dedicated to the Glory of God and in gratitude to… 

…those churches and parents who entrusted me with the care of their youth 
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servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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What’s a Catechism and Why Should We Use It?1  

“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk about them when you sit in 

your house and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you 

rise.” 

— Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

 

What is a catechism?  

A catechism is a way of teaching people what we as Christians believe in a 

systematic or orderly way. This method uses a series of questions and answers to 

impart Bible doctrine. 

 

Why do they call it a catechism?  

Our English word, catechism, comes from a Greek word used in the New 

Testament. 1 Corinthians 14:19 tells us that Paul "would rather speak five words 

with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue." 

The word "instruct" in this verse means to teach in a systematic or orderly 

manner.  

 

Do Baptists use catechisms?  

YES! Baptists have regularly seen the need for every person to believe and 

practice that which the Bible clearly teaches. In earlier days of the SBC the 

purpose of Training Union was to disciple and train young people in how to practice 

their faith. 

 

Baptists have indeed used catechisms. For example, the earliest English "Baptist 

Catechism" dates to 1689 in Great Britain. By 1742, Baptists in Philadelphia 

adapted their own catechism from this first one. In the South, the Charleston, SC 

association of Baptist churches further adapted their own version of the now 

established Baptist Catechism. The famous British Baptist preacher, Charles 

Spurgeon, published the last great Baptist Catechism which he called “A Puritan 

Catechism” in 1855.  

                                                
1Credit is due to Derek Gentle at First Baptist Church Tallassee, Alabama for developing this outline and the inspiration 

for this catechism in his Know the Truth: 60 Questions and Answers on Christian Beliefs. Also, substantial help 
came from John Piper's adaptation of A Baptist Catechism available through his ministry Desiring God. 
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Each of these historic Baptist catechisms came about in connection to the 

Confession of Faith that the same Baptists adopted. Such confessions made plain 

the Baptists' agreements with and distinctives from other Reformation era 

denominations. Thus a catechism should seek to teach the theology which a group 

of Baptists confess as their understanding of the Scriptures.  

 

Knowing the doctrines of the Christian faith is important!  

The Bible commands we know and follow what we believe when it states, “Follow 

the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love 

that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within in us guard the good 

deposit entrusted to you (2 Tim. 1:13-14).” Similar statements come in Acts 2:42 

concerning a devotion to the apostle's teaching, in Romans 6:17 about obedience 

to a pattern of teaching, and 2 Thessalonians 2:15 which makes clear that we 

should hold to the traditions.  

 

Further Christians should know what they believe so that they may... 

1. Continue in the faith. (Colossians 1:23) 

2. Mature in unity and knowledge of the Son of God (Ephesians 4:13-14) 

3. Spot deceivers and false teachers (1 John 2:26) 

4. defend sound teaching especially concerning difficult doctrines (2 Peter 

3:16) 

5. and finally, to pass on sound teaching to other believers. (2 Tim. 2:2; Titus 

1:9)  

  

Obviously a catechism differs from the Scripture in that it promotes an 

explanation of the Scriptures which agrees with a Confession of Faith. As 

Southern Baptists we believe the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 adequately 

summarizes what the Scriptures teach. This does not mean that the BF&M 

teaches all that a believer should know. Thus this catechism includes other 

historic Baptist teachings about the Scriptures as well.  

 

Test and use this document as you would any man made explanation of the 

Scriptures. Acknowledge that the only sure interpretation of God’s Word comes 

from the Holy Spirit. Note the fact that fallen humans may make mistakes in 
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their reception of the Holy Spirit’s interpretation, as well as in their 

communication of that meaning. Even so, to stand with the long line of godly men 

and women, who have confessed and taught such truth, while seeking to faithfully 

live for the Lord Jesus, adds tremendous weight to these words.  

 

What do we do with it?  

Use this guide with your family or for your personal spiritual growth. The key to a 

catechism comes in steady review of the material over and over again. To do so, 

try this simple plan 

1. Review each question, answer, and comment for a set period of time (1 day 

or 1 week is normal). 

2. Look up the Scriptures listed for each question and read the verses in 

context. 

3. Try to repeat the verses until they easily come to mind. 

4. Explore the other passages listed in the footnotes to expand what you 

know of God’s Word. 

 

Demonstrating a clear understanding of each question and answer has far more 

importance than the ability to quote every answer word for word. Thus, as you 

grow you may add more Scriptures to those listed here as well as further write 

explanatory notes or comments to aid your family. 
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IN GENERAL2 

1. Question: Who is the first and best of all beings? 

Answer: God is the first and best of all beings. 

Scriptures: Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of 

hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. Isaiah 44:6 

 

2. Question: Should everyone believe that there is a God? 

Answer: Everyone should believe that there is a God since it is great sin and folly 

for those who do not.  

Scriptures: The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they 

do abominable deeds there is none who does good. Psalm 14:1 

 

3. Question: For what purpose did God create man? 

Answer: The main purpose of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

Scriptures: So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory 

of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

4. Question: In what ways can men know about God? 

Answer: The light of reason in man, and the works of God in nature plainly 

declares that there is a God, but only God’s Word and Spirit fully reveal him 

for the salvation of sinners. 

Scriptures: For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 

divine nature have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 

in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. Romans 1:19-

20  

 

                                                
2 While the Baptist Faith and Message does not begin by utilizing these first questions, The Baptist Catechism mentioned 

above begins in this way. These questions introduce general ideas which the rest of catechism addresses. 
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THE SCRIPTURES3 

5. Question: What is the Word of God?  

Answer: Known as the Holy Bible, the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 

are the Word of God, having been written by men divinely inspired. 

Scriptures: For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit 2 Peter 1:21 

 

6. Question: How do we know that the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself? 

Answer: The Bible reveals a perfect treasure of divine instruction. God authored 

His Word with salvation as its end and truth without any mixture of error as 

its matter.  

Scriptures: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

7. Question: In what ways may all men trust the Scriptures? 

Answer: All men can trust that Scriptures reveal God’s principles of judgment, 

which will remain as the true center of Christian union; and the supreme 

standard by which all human opinions should be tried. 

Scriptures: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 

the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 

eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are 

true, and righteous altogether. Psalm 19:7-9 

 

8. Question: What do the Scriptures mainly teach? 

Answer: The Scriptures testify to Christ, the focus of divine revelation. Thus the 

Scriptures are the only certain guide to Christian faith and practice. 
                                                
3 Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11, 89, 105, 140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; 

Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 
2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
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Scriptures: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 

1:14  
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GOD4 

9. Question: Are there more gods than one? 

Answer: There is one and only one God; the true and living Lord described in the 

Bible. 

Scriptures: But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God and everlasting King. 

At his wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure his indignation 

Jeremiah 10:10 

 

10. Question: What kind of being does the Bible teach us God is? 

Answer: God is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being. 

Scriptures: I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for 

mercy. Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as 

I live. Psalm 116:1–2 

 

11. Question: What names can we call God when we see Him at work in the 

universe? 

Answer: When we see God at work in the universe we can call Him Creator, 

Redeemer, Preserver, or Ruler. 

Scriptures: You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of 

heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that 

is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. 

Nehemiah 9:6  

 

12. Question: In what ways is God greater than all other beings? 

Answer: God is greater than all other beings because He is infinite, holy, perfect, 

all powerful, all knowing and eternal.   

Scriptures: God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should 

change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken , and will 

he not fulfill it? Numbers 23:19 

                                                
4 The BF&M contains no Scripture references for this section. 
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13. Question: In what ways do men reflect God’s greatness in the response they 

owe to Him?  

Answer: We reflect God’s greatness by responding to Him with our highest love, 

reverence, and obedience. 

Scriptures: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your might. Deuteronomy 6:5 

 

14. Question: How do believers describe the unique way God reveals himself? 

Answer: God reveals himself as the Trinity. God is the triune Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit; three distinct persons without division of nature, essence or being.  

Scriptures: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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GOD THE FATHER5 

15. Question: How does God reign as Father according to the Bible? 

Answer: God reigns as Father with providential care over His universe, His 

creatures, and all human history. 

 Scriptures: Therefore do not be anxious, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What 

shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” For the Gentiles seek after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. Matthew 6:31–

32 

 

16. Question: What is the purpose of God the Father’s providential care? 

Answer: God the Father's providential care brings to pass the purposes of His 

with all power, all knowledge, all love and all wisdom. 

Scriptures:  

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 

about that many people should be kept alive as they are today. Genesis 50:20 

  And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good 

for those who are called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28   

 

17. Question: Who can truly call God Father? 

Answer: God is Father to all those who become children of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

Scriptures: But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, John 1:12 

 

18. Question: What is God’s attitude toward all men? 

Answer: God’s attitude toward all men is fatherly. 

                                                
5 Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 

19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 
5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 
1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7. 
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Scriptures: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change. James 4:17 
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GOD THE SON6 

19. Question: Who is the eternal Son of God? 

Answer: Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. 

Scriptures: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. John 1:1-2 

 

20. Question: How did Jesus come into the flesh (incarnate)? 

Answer: Jesus came into the flesh, having been conceived of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary. 

Scriptures: And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy – the Son of God. Luke 1:35 

 

21. Question: In what ways does Jesus exist both as God and man? 

Answer: Jesus perfectly reveals and does the will of God, fully human yet without 

sin. 

Scriptures: Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Philippians 

2:5-8 

 

22. Question: How did Jesus fulfill the Law of God? 

                                                
6 Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 

28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 
16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-
3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 
3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 
2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 
4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16. 
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Answer: Jesus fulfilled divine law by obeying it, and by dying a substitutionary 

death on the cross to fulfill God's promise to redeem men from sin. 

Scriptures:  

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 

we may receive and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:15-16 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4–5 

 

23. Question: What happened after Jesus died?  

Answer: After Jesus died, he was buried and after three days raised from the 

dead with a glorified body, appearing to his disciples as the man he was. 

Scriptures: For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 

and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 

 

24. Question: What has Jesus done since the resurrection? 

Answer: Jesus ascended into heaven and seated at the right hand of God where. 

He is the one Mediator, fully God, fully man, reconciling God and man. 

Scriptures: For there is one God and there is one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the 

testimony given at the proper time. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 

 

25. Question: Will Jesus ever come again?  

Answer: Jesus will return in power and glory to judge the world, completing his 

redemptive mission. 
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Scriptures: So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 

appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly 

waiting for him. Hebrews 9:28 

 

26. Question: What is Jesus’ current relationship to believers? 

Answer: Jesus now dwells in all believers as the living and ever-present Lord. 

Scriptures: For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39 

 



17 
 

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT7 

27. Question: Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God and is fully divine. 

Scriptures: For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, 

which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the 

Spirit of God. 1 Corinthians 2:11 

 

28. Question: What is the Holy Spirit’s relationship to the Bible? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit inspired the writers of Scripture and illumines the 

readers of Scripture to understand the truth. 

Scriptures: Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. 

Psalm 119:18 

 

29. Question: How does the Holy Spirit help all men? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit helps all men by exalts Christ among them. He convicts 

men of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He calls men to the Savior.  

Scriptures: Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 

away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 

send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 

and righteousness and judgment: John 16:7–8 

 

30. Question: How does the Holy Spirit regenerate men? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit regenerates believers by baptizing them into the Body of 

Christ. 

Scriptures:  

                                                
7 Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-

32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 
1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 
Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 
Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 
22:17. 
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Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. John 3:5–6 

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. Romans 8:9  

 

31. Question: What work does the Holy Spirit do only for believers? 

Answer: Among believers, the Holy Spirit cultivates Christian character, 

comforts believers, and bestows spiritual gifts so believers can serve God 

through His Church. 

Scriptures: But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 

gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afraid. John 14:26–27 

 

32. Question: How does the Holy Spirit eternally secure believers? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit eternally secures believers as he seals the believer with 

His presence. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee of the redemption 

and growth of the believer in Christ.  

Scriptures: By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 1 John 4:13 

 

33. Question: How does the Holy Spirit guide believers? 

Answer: The Holy Spirit guides believers as He enlightens and empowers 

believers through worship, evangelism, and service. 

Scriptures:  

      But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
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desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us 

not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. Galatians 

5:22–26 

        For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not 

receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 

Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself 

bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, Romans 8:14–16 
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MAN8 

34. Question: What does the Bible teach about mankind? 

Answer: Mankind is specially created by God in God's own image both male and 

 female as the crown of His Creation. 

Scriptures: So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them. Genesis 1:27 

 

35. Question: Did God create mankind with sin? 

Answer: God created mankind innocent of sin, but with freedom to choose against 

God's revealed law. 

Scriptures: And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 

of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 

shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Genesis 2:16–

17 

 

36. Question: What does the Bible teach about sin? 

Answer: Sin is anything that a person thinks, says, feels, or does that breaks 

God's law and is worthy of God's displeasure. 

Scriptures: Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; 

sin is lawlessness. 1 John 3:4 

 

37. Question: How did mankind become sinners? 

Answer: Mankind came to sin through the temptations of Satan. From that point 

mankind lost his innocence, inheriting at this Fall a nature and environment 

inclined towards sin. 

Scriptures: The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 

fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 

that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

Genesis 3:12–13 

 

38. Question: Can mankind avoid sin and its consequences? 

                                                
8 Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 

17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; 
Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11. 
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Answer: As soon as man becomes capable to choose, he chooses moral actions 

which transgress God's law and is worthy of condemnation (punishment). 

Scriptures: Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 

death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— Romans 

5:12 

 

39. Question: Can God just overlook mankind’s sin and not punish him? 

Answer: No, the Lord must punish all those who are guilty of lawbreaking if he is 

to be a truly great God. 

Scriptures: The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the LORD will by 

no means clear the guilty. His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the 

dust of his feet. Nahum 1:3 

 

40. Question: Does mankind have any hope to escape the punishment of sin? 

Answer: Mankind's only hope to escape sin’s punishment is for Christ to take his 

place (substitute) and be punished, restore fellowship with God, and in Him fulfill 

God's purpose for mankind. 

Scriptures: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 

 

41. Question: How important is any one person to God? 

Answer: God created each man or woman in His image with a unique personality. 

Christ died for every person of every race making each person worthy of respect 

and love. 

Scriptures: But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. Romans 5:8
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SALVATION9 

42. Question: What does the Bible call salvation? 

Answer: The Bible calls salvation the eternal and complete redemption of the 

believer through the saving blood of Jesus Christ. 

Scriptures: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

 

43. Question: Can there be any part of salvation accomplished without faith in 

Jesus Christ? 

Answer: No part of salvation: regeneration, justification, sanctification, or 

glorification, can take place without personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

Scriptures: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 

 

44. Question: What is regeneration? 

Answer: Regeneration is being born again. This work of God's grace makes 

believers new creatures through a change of heart brought by the Holy Spirit's 

conviction of sin. 

Scriptures:  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 

his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 1 Peter 1:3 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

45. Question: How does the believer respond to God's work to regenerate him? 

Answer: The believer responds with the inseparable experiences of grace: 

repentance and faith. A believer repents when he turns from sin toward God. A 

believer has faith when he accepts Jesus Christ and commits his life to Him as 

Lord and Savior. 

                                                
9 Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-

14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 
1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 
15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22- 25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 
2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 
9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5. 
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Scriptures: Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 

the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:14–15 

 

46. Question: What does the Bible teach about saving faith? 

Answer: The Bible teaches that saving faith is an inward change of heart trusting 

that what the Bible teaches about Jesus is and the salvation he promises. 

Scriptures: Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 

with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved. Romans 10:9–10 

 

47. Question: What does the Bible teach about repentance? 

Answer: The Bible teaches that repentance is an outward change of behavior 

based on new beliefs: turning away from sin, and turning towards what Jesus 

commands. 

Scriptures: For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without 

regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 2 Corinthians 7:10 

 

48. Question: What is justification? 

Answer: Justification is God's gracious decision to forgive sinners who repent and 

have faith in Christ. God's decision brings believers into a relationship of peace 

and favor with God. 

Scriptures: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over former sins. Romans 3:23–25 

 

49. Question: What is sanctification? 

Answer: Sanctification is the process beginning at regeneration which sets the 

believer apart to God's purposes and enables him to mature according to the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit throughout the person's life. 

Scriptures:  
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And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, 

you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 

our God. 1 Corinthians 6:11 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 

 

50. Question: What is glorification? 

Answer: Glorification is the completion of salvation in which the believer reaches 

his final and eternal redemption. 

Scriptures: Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 

see him as he is. 1 John 3:2 
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GOD’S PURPOSE OF GRACE10 

51. Question: What does the Bible teach about God's purpose of grace? 

Answer: The purpose of God's grace is to elect (or choose) to save sinners 

according to His plan of salvation. God in his sovereign goodness offers men the 

choice to humbly respond as the gospel is proclaimed. 

Scriptures: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:8–10 

 

52. Question: What does the Bible teach about true believers? 

Answer: True believers will endure to the end, sanctified by the Spirit, never 

falling away from God's grace. Even though believers may fall into sin, grieve the 

Spirit, bring reproach upon Christ, and bring temporal judgment upon themselves, 

they shall persevere by the power of God through faith in Christ. 

Scriptures: 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 

in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. Philippians 2:12–13 

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 

John 10:28–29 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
10 Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 

24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 
15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; 
Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 
11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2. 
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THE CHURCH11 

53. Question: What does the New Testament call a church? 

Answer: The New Testament calls a local, independent congregation of baptized 

believers who voluntarily join together in a covenant of faith in The Lord Jesus 

Christ a church. 

Scriptures: So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 

that day about three thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Acts 2:41–42 

 

54. Question: How does a New Testament church worship? 

Answer: The New Testament church worships as members fellowship around the 

preaching of the gospel, observe the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's 

Supper, operate according God's Word, and seeking to extend the gospel of 

Christ to the ends of the earth. 

Scriptures: 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

Romans 10:17 

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of 

dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1 Peter 3:21 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 

 

55. Question: How does a New Testament church operate itself? 

Answer: A New Testament church operates under the Lordship of Christ through 

democratic processes. Each member should seek to follow Christ in his decision- 

making. 

Scriptures: And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. Colossians 

1:18 

 
                                                
11 Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 

Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; 
Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39- 40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3. 
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56. Question: Does a New Testament church have any leaders? 

Answer: A New Testament church has two types of leaders: pastors and deacons. 

Men and women can serve in the church, but only men are biblically qualified as 

pastors. 

Scriptures: And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, 

“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 

Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of 

the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote 

ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:2–4 

 

57. Question: Does the New Testament teach anything about the universal 

church? 

Answer: The New Testament speaks about the Body of Christ (universal church) 

including all believers of all types at all times in all places. 

Scriptures: After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 

number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 

branches in their hands, Revelation 7:9 
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BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER12 

58. Question: What is the first ordinance of the church? 

Answer: Believer's baptism is the first ordinance of the church in which a 

believer is immersed in water and raising him back up in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Scriptures: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4 

 

59. Question: Why do believers observe baptism? 

Answer: Believers observe baptism since it is an act of obedience symbolizing 

faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior. Baptism symbolizes for a believer 

his death to sin, burial of old ways of life and resurrection to new life in Christ 

and ultimately resurrection from the dead. It precedes all privileges of church 

membership. 

Scriptures: For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13 

 

60. Question: What is the second ordinance of the church? 

Answer: The Lord's Supper is the second and continuing ordinance of the church 

in which members examine their living as they eat bread and drink the cup. 

Scriptures: Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 

an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a 

person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For 

anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment 

on himself. 1 Corinthians 11:27–29 

 

61. Question: Why do believers observe this meal? 

Answer: Believers observe this meal in order to remember the Redeemer. By 

eating the bread they memorialize his body: crushed for them. By drinking the cup 

they memorialize his blood: shed to pay the penalty for their sin. 

                                                
12 Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-

39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12. 
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Scriptures: For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
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THE LORD’S DAY13 

62. Question: When does the New Testament Church meet? 

Answer: The New Testament Church meets on the first day of the week, the 

Lord's Day or Sunday, in order to honor the day Christ resurrected from the 

dead. 

Scriptures: Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 

tomb. John 20:1 

 

63. Question: How should the Christian celebrate the Lord's Day? 

Answer: The Christian should celebrate the Lord's Day with public and private 

worship and spiritual devotion. 

Scriptures: And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10:24–25 

 

 

 

                                                
13 Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 

20:7; Romans 14:5-10; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10. 
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THE KINGDOM14 

64. Question: What does the Bible teach about the Kingdom of God? 

Answer: The Bible teaches that God rules over the entire universe and especially 

over those who acknowledge Him as King.  

Scriptures: Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 

were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 

delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” John 18:36 

 

65. Question: How does one acknowledges God as King? 

Answer: Those who acknowledge God as King trust with childlike commitment 

Jesus Christ for salvation, as well as pray and labor that the Kingdom will come so 

God’s will be done on earth. 

Scriptures: But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you. Matthew 6:33 

 

66. Question: When will the Kingdom fully come?  

Answer: The Kingdom will not fully come until the return of Jesus Christ at the 

end of this age. 

Scriptures: And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring 

it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6 

 

 

 

 

                                                
14 Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 

9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 
Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 
11:15; 21-22. 



32 
 

LAST THINGS15 

67. Question: How does the Bible teach that the last things will come?  

Answer: The Bible teaches that the last things will come in God’s time, in His way 

and to an appropriate end that God has promised. 

Scriptures: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed 

hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, Titus 

2:11–13 

 

68. Question: What are the things God has promised will come last? 

Answer: God promised that Jesus will return personally, visibly, and in glory. All 

the dead will be raised. 

Scriptures: For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 

God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 1 Thessalonians 4:16 

 

69. Question: Why are the dead raised? 

Answer: The dead are raised so that Jesus can judge all men. The unrighteous will 

be sent to Hell and everlasting punishment. The righteous will be sent with 

glorified bodies to dwell with the Lord. 

Scriptures: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, 

and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 

from the goats.” Matthew 25:31–32 

 

 

 

                                                
15 Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 

16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 
Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 
2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 
14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13. 
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EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS16 

70. Question: What do Christians call evangelism? 

Answer: Evangelism is the duty of every believer to seek to win the lost to Christ 

by verbal witness and a Christian lifestyle. Every Christian should seek to make 

disciples. 

Scriptures: And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18–20 

 

71. Question: What do Christians call missions? 

Answer: Missions is the duty of believers to love others enough to seek to make 

disciples of all nations (people groups) even those not like our own community 

through evangelism. 

Scriptures: He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 

Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:7–8 

 

 

                                                
16 Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-

20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; 
Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-
10; Revelation 22:17. 
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EDUCATION17 

72. Question: Do Christians reject all science and reason? 

Answer: Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus 

Christ abide all the treasure of wisdom and knowledge. Sound learning is our 

Christian heritage since for the first time God has empowered our minds. 

Scriptures:  

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no 

doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and 

tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive 

anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

James 1:5–8 

 

73. Question: Should Christians accept all science and reason? 

Answer: Christian education balances freedom and responsibility. Freedom to 

accept any thinking is limited by relationship. Christian academic freedom is 

limited by a believer’s responsibility to Christ and God’s Word. 

Scriptures: Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is from God, 1 John 4:1–2 

 

 

                                                
17 Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-

10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 
Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3- 7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-
6:3; James 1:5; 3:17. 
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STEWARDSHIP18 

74. Question: What is Christian stewardship?  

Answer: Christian stewardship recognizes that God gives us every blessing now 

and forever. Thus the Christian steward serves God by managing the time, talents, 

and treasures God has given to us in ways that glorify God and help others. 

Scriptures: Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 1 

Corinthians 4:2 

 

75. Question: How does a Christian steward manage God’s gifts well? 

Answer: Christian stewards manage God’s gifts well when they contribute of their 

means cheerfully, regularly, purposefully, proportionately, and sacrificially to the 

work of Christ on earth. 

Scriptures: Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 

abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:7–8 

 

 

 

 

                                                
18 Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; 

Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 
6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19. 
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COOPERATION19 

76. Question: Should different churches cooperate together? 

Answer: Christians should cooperate in associations or conventions to achieve the 

Great Commission. Associations or conventions have no authority over churches, 

but advise and encourage God’s people to greater effectiveness. 

Scriptures: When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 

disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,strengthening 

the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying 

that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they 

had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they 

committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. Acts 14:21–23 

 

77. Question: With whom should individual Christians cooperate? 

Answer: Individual Christians should voluntarily cooperate with the members and 

groups within their own New Testament church to carry forward missionary, 

educational and benevolence ministries. 

Scriptures: As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of 

God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in 

order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10–11 

 

78. Question: Can different Christian denominations cooperate? 

Answer: Cooperation between denominations can only be accomplished so long as 

no violation of conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ as revealed in God’s 

Word. 

Scriptures: There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one 

hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was given to each 

one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Ephesians 4:4–7 

 

 
                                                
19 Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-

10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 
12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18. 
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CHRISTIANS AND THE SOCIAL ORDER20 

79. Question: To whom are Christians supremely loyal? 

Answer: Christians always have a supreme obligation to obey Christ and make 

known Jesus Christ’s saving grace.  

Scriptures: But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 

to gratify its desires. Romans 13:14 

 

80. Question: Should Christians ignore the world? 

Answer: No, Christians should seek to oppose unrighteous living and promote 

righteous living without compromising loyalty to Christ and God’s Word. 

Scriptures: “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall 

its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people’s feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on 

a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but 

on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:13–16 

 

                                                
20 Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-

16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; 
Romans 12–14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 
3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon 1; James 1:27; 2:8. 
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PEACE AND WAR21 

81. Question: Should Christians seek world peace? 

Answer: Christians should seek to be at peace with all men in accordance with the 

teaching of Christ and do all in their power to put an end to war. 

Scriptures: If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Romans 12:18 

 

82. Question: How should Christians respond to war? 

Answer: The true remedy for war is the gospel of Jesus Christ. People in conflict 

need to heed his teachings and law of love. Until then Christians should pray for 

the reign of the Prince of Peace. 

Scriptures:  

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for 

it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” Romans 12:19 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, 

that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you 

murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not 

have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 

wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know 

that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever 

wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. James 

4:1–4 

                                                
21 Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 

4:1-2. 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY22 

83. Question: Do Christians believe that a believer should obey a government’s 

laws about matters of religion? 

Answer: Christians believe God alone is the Lord of the conscience. Men are free 

from commandments of nations which are contrary to His Word. 

Scriptures: No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And 

I will raise him up on the last day. John 6:44 

 

84. Question: Do Christians believe in the separation of church and state? 

Answer: Yes, Christians believe in the separation of church and state. The state 

owes to every church protection and full freedom to pursue its spiritual ends. The 

government should not express favoritism, penalties, or taxes towards any 

religious group for religious opinions. Churches should not expect the government 

to do its spiritual work.  

Scriptures: 

And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They 

said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” Matthew 

22:20–21 

But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of 

God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but 

speak of what we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:19–20 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, Philippians 3:20 

 

85. Question: How should a Christian treat the government? 

Answer: A Christian should respect and obey the government, since God ordained 

it, in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God.  

Scriptures: First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 

positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 

way. 1 Timothy 2:1–2 

                                                
22 Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; 

Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19. 
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86. Question: Do Christians believe in freedom of worship or freedom of religion? 

Answer: Christians believe that men have the freedom to exercise their religion 

and come to God in unhindered worship in ALL places, at ALL times, in the ways 

they understand to please God without government interference. So Christians do 

no believe in a freedom 

Scriptures: I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:1-2 
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THE FAMILY23 

87. Question: What does the Bible teach about the family? 

Answer: God created the family as the foundation of all human society. Families 

are made of people related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. 

Scriptures: Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 

flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a 

man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh. Genesis 2:23–24 

 

88. Question: What does the Bible teach about marriage? 

Answer: Marriage unites one man and one woman in a lifetime covenant before 

God. Marriage provides the married couple companionship, intimacy, and 

procreation. Marriage reveals the type of union between Christ and his Church. 

Both husband and wife are of equal worth to God with different marital 

responsibilities. 

Scriptures: Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be 

undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. Hebrews 13:4 

 

89. Question: What responsibilities does a biblical husband have? 

Answer: A biblical husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. God 

gives him the responsibility to provide for, protect, and lead his family. 

Scriptures: 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 

up for her, Ephesians 5:25 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, 

showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with 

you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 1 Peter 

3:7 

 

90. Question: What responsibilities does a biblical wife have? 

                                                
23 Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 

78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 
24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-
12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 
Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7. 
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Answer: A biblical wife is to submit to her husband as the church does to Christ. 

God gives her the responsibility to respect and help her husband to manage the 

household and nurture children. 

Scriptures: 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; 

I will make him a helper fit for him.” Genesis 2:18 

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some 

do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of 

their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 1 Peter 3:1–2 

 

91. Question: What does the Bible teach about children? 

Answer: Children from the moment of conception are a blessing and heritage from 

the Lord. 

Scriptures: A SONG OF ASCENTS. OF SOLOMON. Unless the LORD builds the 

house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the 

watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to 

rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. Behold, 

children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like 

arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. Blessed is the man 

who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with 

his enemies in the gate. Psalm 127 

 

92. Question: What responsibilities does a biblical parent have? 

Answer: Biblical parents demonstrate for their children the pattern of a biblical 

marriage and Christian living. Biblical parents teach their children spiritual values 

leading them by loving discipline to make choices based on biblical truth. 

Scriptures:  

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 

depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives 

it far from him. Proverbs 22:15 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in 

the discipline and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4 

 

93. Question: What responsibilities does the Bible give to children? 
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Answer: The Bible gives children the responsibility to honor and obey their 

parents. 

Scriptures: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your 

father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may 

go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” Ephesians 6:1–3 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS (PARENTS PAY ATTENTION TO THIS 

FOOTNOTE) 24 

I. You shall have no other gods before me.  

II. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who 

love me and keep my commandments. 

III. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.  

IV. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.Six days you shall labor, and 

do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your 

male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner 

who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore 

the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  

V. Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you.  

VI. You shall not murder.  

VII. You shall not commit adultery.  

VIII. You shall not steal.  

IX. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  

X. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, 

or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

 

                                                
24 The following sections are not contained in the BF&M. They are meant to help you teach your children several 
important passages of Scripture and what those passages mean. For the 10 Commandment see Exodus 20:1-19 or 
Deuteronomy 5:1-21 

 When you begin, read the whole passage to the child, BUT focus on helping them memorize only the 
content of the first question. 

 As you continue allow the child to repeat what he knows of the passage up to the next question. Then focus 
on memorizing the content of the next question. Finally, read the whole passage to the child. 
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94. Question: How does Jesus sum up the Ten Commandments? 

Answer: Jesus sums up the Ten Commandments as loving the Lord our God with all 

our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind, and to love 

our neighbor as ourselves. 

Scriptures: “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment 

greater than these. Mark 12:30–31 

 

95. Question: What does the 1st Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 1st commandment teaches us to know, acknowledge, worship, and 

glorify the only true God. It forbids us to give worship and glory which belongs to 

the only true God to any other. 

Scriptures: You shall have no other gods before me. Exodus 20:3 

 

96. Question: What does the 2nd Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 2nd Commandment teaches us to observe and keep pure the worship 

and ordinances God appoints in His Word. It forbids the worship of God using any 

images or distraction which draws our attention to an object rather than his glory. 

Scriptures: You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 

LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

Exodus 20:4–6 

 

97. Question: What does the 3rd Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 3rd Commandment teaches us to treat God’s name, titles, attributes, 

words and works with respect. It forbids all disrespect and carelessness to the 

ways God makes himself known. 

Scriptures: You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. Exodus 20:7 

 

98. Question: What does the 4th Commandment teach and forbid? 
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Answer: The 4th Commandment teaches us to honor the times that God’s people 

gather to worship and to keep holy by resting in Christ every day. It forbids us to 

divert by thoughts or actions our soul from spiritual refreshment or our body 

from physical rest in Christ. 

Scriptures: Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, 

and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On 

it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, 

or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 

gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy. Exodus 20:8–11 

 

99. Question: What does the 5th Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 5th Commandment teaches us to respect and obey all human 

authority, beginning with our parents, as coming from God. It forbids us from 

disobeying or disrespecting the authority God places in our lives, beginning with 

our parents. 

Scriptures: Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the 

land that the LORD your God is giving you. Exodus 20:12 

 

100. Question: What does the 6th Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 6th Commandment teaches us to preserve our own life and that of 

our neighbors. It forbids suicide, murder, or manslaughter without the just cause 

of protecting or defending the innocent. 

Scriptures: You shall not murder. Exodus 20:13 

 

101. Question: What does the 7th Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 7th Commandment teaches us to protect both our purity and that of 

our neighbors by showing only the right kind of love for others. It forbids us to 

lust after someone else with our thoughts, words, or actions. 

Scriptures: You shall not commit adultery. Exodus 20:14 

 

102. Question: What does the 8th Commandment teach and forbid? 
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Answer: The 8th Commandment teaches us to work in order to provide for our 

needs and that of our neighbors. It forbids us to take from our neighbors without 

asking or cause their possessions or accomplishments. 

Scriptures: You shall not steal. Exodus 20:15 

 

103. Question: What does the 9th Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 9th Commandment teaches us to maintain and promote truth in order 

to uphold the good name of Christ, our neighbor and our self. It forbids whatever 

dishonors, injures or tears down the good name of Christ, our neighbor or our self. 

Scriptures: You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. Exodus 20:16 

 

104. Question: What does the 10th Commandment teach and forbid? 

Answer: The 10th Commandment teaches us to live with contentment towards what 

the Lord has give us and maintain a charitable spirit towards God and our 

neighbors. It forbids us murmuring, envying, or grieving over God’s blessings in the 

life of our neighbor. 

Scriptures: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s. Exodus 20:17 

 

105. Question: Can anyone perfectly keep these commandments? 

Answer: No man, other than Jesus Christ has ever been able to perfectly keep 

the commandments. We all fall short of inward and outward perfection. 

Scriptures: Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never 

sins. Ecclesiastes 7:20 

 

106. Question: Why should anyone know the commandments then? 

Answer: We should known the commandments in order to realize that we are 

sinners in need of Christ as our Savior. 

Scriptures: But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 

intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and 

at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the 

law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, 

he will be blessed in his doing. James 1:22–25 
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PSALM 23 (ESV) 

A PSALM OF DAVID.  

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

2He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.  

3He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 

sake.  

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 

my head with oil; my cup overflows.  

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

107. Question: What does Psalm 23:1 teach us about Jesus? 

Answer: Psalm 23:1 teaches us that Jesus is our shepherd, so I should turn from 

wandering and trust that he will provide from my wants.  

Scriptures: A PSALM OF DAVID. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

Psalm 23:1 

 

108. Question: What does Psalm 23:2 teach us about Jesus? 

Answer: Psalm 23:2 teaches us that Jesus will lead us to have times of rest and 

refreshment if we trust him. 

Scriptures: He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 

waters. Psalm 23:2 

 

109. Question: What does Psalm 23:3 teach us about Jesus? 

Answer: Psalm 23:3 teaches us that Jesus will forgive us of failures and lead us to 

faithful living which will glorify Him if we trust him. 

Scriptures: He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his 

name’s sake. Psalm 23:3 

 

110. Question: What does Psalm 23:4 teach us about Jesus? 

Answer: Psalm 23:4 teaches us that we can trust Jesus even when we face death 

and evil knowing that he will comfort us with His discipline and guidance. 
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Scriptures: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. Psalm 

23:4 

 

111. Question: What does Psalm 23:5 teach us about Jesus? 

Answer: Psalm 23: 5 teaches us that Jesus sets us apart from the world as we 

trust him to provide for us. 

Scriptures: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 

anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Psalm 23:5 

 

112. Question: What does Psalm 23:6 teach us about Jesus? 

Answer: Psalm 23:6 teaches us that Jesus will bring goodness and mercy to every 

part, good and bad, of the life of one who trusts him. He will also prepare a place 

for the one who trusts Him to dwell with Him forever. 

Scriptures: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 

I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. Psalm 23:6 
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THE MODEL (LORD’S) PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 6:9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

6:10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

6:11 Give us this day our daily bread,  

6:12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

113. Question: Why do Christians pray? 

Answer: Christians pray as a part of maintaining a relationship with God. In prayer 

a Christian makes known his thoughts, confession, thankfulness and desires to the 

Lord. As we read the Bible, illumined by the Holy Spirit, we can find God’s answers 

to our prayers. 

Scriptures: Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. Philippians 4:5–6 

 

114. Question: Did Jesus give us a model to teach us to pray? 

Answer: Yes, Jesus gives us many examples in His Word, in his life, but especially 

in they he taught his disciples to pray. 

Scriptures: Pray then like this: Matthew 6:9 

 

115. Question: Of what does the introduction to the Model Prayer remind us? 

Answer: The introduction of the Model prayer reminds us of the personal 

relationship we have with God because Jesus is our Savior. God is now our Father 

who wants to hear from us and help us.  

Scriptures: “Our Father in heaven, Matthew 6:9 

 

116. Question: What do we pray for in the 1st request of the Model Prayer? 

Answer: We pray in our 1st request that God would be glorified and pleased by all 

that happens, but especially in our coming to Him in prayer. 

Scriptures: hallowed be your name. Matthew 6:9 

 

117. Question: What do we pray for in the 2nd request of the Model Prayer? 
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Answer: We pray in the 2nd request that God’s rule in this world and in us might 

be demonstrated more clearly and fully. 

Scriptures: Your kingdom come, Matthew 6:10 

 

118. Question: What do we pray for in the 3rd request of the Model Prayer? 

Answer: We pray in the 3rd request that God would help us to be able and willing 

to know, obey, and surrender to his will in all things as the angels do in heaven. 

Scriptures: your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10 

 

119. Question: What do we pray for in the 4th request of the Model Prayer? 

Answer: We pray in the 4th request that out of God’s provision we may receive 

and enjoy exactly what we need for this day in order to please and glorify Him. 

Scriptures: Give us this day our daily bread, Matthew 6:11 

 

120. Question: What do we pray for in the 5th request of the Model Prayer? 

Answer: We pray in the 5th request that God would forgive us for Christ’s sake of 

any sins as well as a prayer that God would forgive us in the same manner as he 

enables us through Christ to forgive others. 

Scriptures: and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

Matthew 6:12 

 

121. Question: What do we pray for in the 6th request of the Model Prayer? 

Answer: We pray in the 6th request that God would keep us from temptations to 

sin or support and deliver us as we are tempted. 

Scriptures: And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Matthew 

6:13 

 

122. Question: Of what does the conclusion of the Model Prayer remind us? 

Answer: The conclusion of the Model prayer reminds us of the relationship with 

have with God because Jesus is our Lord. God is now our King and he has every 

right to command our obedience as well as expect our praise forever and ever.  

Scriptures: For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Matthew 6:14 

 

 


